
 

St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish 
meetings begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking 
all parish meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the 
group reads the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next 
week’s weekend readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and 
share on the readings. The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your 
reflection. You can use them or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, November 18, 2018  
Gospel: Mark 12: 24-32  
Jesus said to his disciples: “In those days after the tribulation the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. 
“And then they will see the ‘son of man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory, 
and then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end 
of the earth to the end of the sky. 
“Learn a lesson from the fig tree.  When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you 
know summer is near.  In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that 
he is near, at the gates.  Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away.   “But of that day and hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.”  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
This week’s reading shows us a people waiting for Christ. This cycle of waiting and 
fulfillment is always fresh for us.  It happens in our daily lives, in our family’s generations 
and in our spiritual lives.  People have long been looking for God’s presence, and we still 
look today.    

1. What do you look for in your life? What are the signs of God’s presence for you? 
2. When St. Thomas Aquinas was asked, “If the world were to end in fifteen 

minutes what would you do?  He replied, “I would continue doing exactly what I 
am doing.”  Why do you think St. Thomas said this? 

3. How would you reply to the same question? 

 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


